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Discussion Questions for Group Facilitators 

 

 

In The Trusting Path, we see that you can find great pleasure in watching young 

children play. Many children’s games involve trusting someone else. But when we get 

older life no longer has as much play.  

 

1. What are some of the things you have done lately that have involved a “leap” of 

faith? 

2. When have you have to step out, knowing there was a possibility of failure? What 

was the outcome? 

3. What would your advice be to someone who is pondering a big decision but timid 

about taking the first step? 

 

     *** 

Have you ever treated God like a genie in a bottle? Wish for it – pray for it – and it will 

come true? In Bubble Gum Prayers we see how easy it is to rely on God for the “yes” 

answers, rather than relying on Him for real guidance and relationship. 

 



1. What was the topic of your last prayer? Be honest, did you request help in finding 

the car keys? Did you pray that you would not be late to work, again?  

2. When God answers “yes” how happy does that make you feel? What is your 

reaction when you feel your prayers are unanswered? 

3. How do you view your prayer life? Is it a time for special requests? A time for 

praise and thanks? A time to release your worries? Or is it a time to truly spend 

time with God, not so much talking but just listening?   

 

*** 

 

Have you ever had a project fail completely with results that were even better than the 

original? Mom’s experience in Perfectly Imperfect should be an encouragement for us 

to look for the positive, even when things don’t go exactly according to plans. 

 

1. When was the last time a project of yours failed? How did you react? 

2. How does the way you react to situations affect those around you, especially your 

family? 

3. What lesson can we teach our children during times when our plans go awry?  

 

     *** 

 



What Are People Reading? Many people would answer that question with the title of a 

good book. But the truth of the matter is that you are sending a strong message every day 

with the way you live. 

 

1. What is the message you would like your life to convey? Is that what people are 

reading when they observe you? 

2. Think of people you know. Are their actions always consistent with what you 

believe their values to be? Give an example (without naming names, of course). 

3. What one thing could you work on this week that would bring you closer to the 

exact message you want to live? 

 

     *** 

 

It’s kind of a funny thought to think someone would sing over you now that you are an 

adult. After all when we think of singing over people, our mental picture is immediately 

of a small child sitting in an adult’s lap in a rocking chair. But you don’t have to be 

anywhere special to hear God’s Song for You. You just have to listen carefully. 

 

1. Share a time when you heard God’s song in your heart. Be specific. 

2. We may not be small enough to sit on a lap. But we can create the same feeling of 

love and security when we come daily into God’s presence. Do you have a place 

that feels like you are sitting in God’s lap? 



3. It’s important to schedule time into every day to listen for God’s song. Can you 

share a few tips for doing that? 

 

     ***  

 

In our multi-tasking, fast-paced lives, it is often difficult to recognize God’s provision 

and presence in our lives. In The Father’s Call a gaggle of ducks brings home the 

message that our heavenly Father watches over our every move.  

 

1. When was the last time you were able to be completely alone with your 

thoughts, to look around in stillness and see the hand of God on your life? 

2. Do you rush to prayer with the same urgency as you rush to a sale at the 

mall? What in-between moments exist in your day when you could take 

time to think, relax, and pray? 

3. How does your perspective change after you take a breather with some 

quiet time, some prayer time with the Father? 

 

     *** 

 

Ron was just enjoying a time of relaxing. He wasn’t doing anything wrong. But in Do 

Not Disturb Ron’s inattention to what was happening in his neighborhood made him feel 

guilty about not paying more attention. 



1. Has there been a time in your life similar to Ron’s when you were just minding 

your business but you could have helped someone if you had been paying 

attention to what was going on? 

2. When is it okay to ignore those around you? 

3. What is your favorite way to relax? How often do you get a chance to do that? 

 

    *** 

Have you ever been derailed? Our daily lives are difficult enough, and sometimes the 

tiniest event can destroy our peace of mind. In A Thimble of Snow we learn how the gift 

of forgiveness and grace, restores our balance. 

1. Which is easier – to give grace or ask for forgiveness? 

2. Often the understanding words and comfort of a close friend can return our 

perspective. Who do you go to when you need balance restored? 

3. List five things that totally irritate you and destroy your mindset. What would 

happen if you decided that you would not allow the items on this list to bother you 

again? Are you ready to release that hold over you? 

 

     *** 

 

Ruth generally loved the snow. But that was when she could stay home. Driving in the 

blinding snow was not for her! She didn’t like not seeing where she was going. In those 

situations, she would be the first to say it was, Not My Strength but God’s that got her 

through. 



1. Can you recall an incident when you had to proceed blindly and put your total 

trust in God? 

2. What does it feel like to be moving forward and not able to see what is ahead? 

3. Do you have a special verse that you cling to when you need additional direction 

in your life? Share it with your group. 

*** 

 

When you know you are supposed to do something, and don’t, your heart races, your 

palms sweat, and you mentally begin a list of excuses. In Seeing the Invisible Sara 

argues with God, afraid of what others might think of her if she does this crazy thing He 

is asking of her. We aren’t always asked to do what we think is sensible, and obedience is 

not a popular term. 

 

1. Have you ever argued with God? What about? 

2. Have you ever done something everyone else thought was crazy, but you knew in 

your heart was right? What was it? 

3. Hurting people are not invisible, but we have to remove our own blinders to see 

them. Who’s hurting in your world? How might you help? 

 

     *** 

There’s always that one person in your life that you butt heads with, with whom peace is 

hard-fought. In Raising a Billy Goat that person is a strong-willed daughter. More often 



than not, confrontations are about control, about winning an argument, about coming out 

on top. 

1. What was the last confrontation you dealt with? How did you feel afterward? 

2. What if we could release the tension that surrounds such encounters? How would 

that improve our relationship with our “Billy goats”? 

3. What battle can you retreat from in order to preserve and strengthen a 

relationship?   

*** 

 

Are you a Half Empty person? Or is every “glass” half full to you? Sherrill was very 

glad his doctor was a half full person when he had his medical check up. The outcome of 

his visit could have been very different if his doctor had only seen the “glass” as half 

empty.  

 

1. When you see a half empty “glass,” do you ever stop to think the glass could 

really be half full? How can you do that? 

2. As parents it is good to teach our children to be positive people. How can you do 

that? 

3. Think about situations you are going through right now. Is there one that you may 

have been a bit negative about that could use a positive perspective? 

 

     *** 

 



True Communication is the key to building good relationships. But sometimes when 

our friends’ personalities are different from ours, we have to work hard to maximize 

communication. Sybil and Patty had very different methods of communication but 

because they understood that their personalities were different, their friendship continued 

to grow. 

1. Do you have a good friend who is very different from you? Have others asked, 

“How do the two of you manage to be such good friends?” 

2. Even though your methods of communication may be different it is important to 

talk. If you have a very quiet, melancholy friend and you are a gregarious, playful, 

sanguine person, share how you keep your friendship fresh, alive, and growing. 

3. Our relationship with God is the same way. We must communicate in order to get 

to know each other and become close. What is your favorite way of 

communicating with God? 

 

*** 

 

When Mom suggested a game of Follow the Leader after the family photos, the children 

had no idea they would end up in the swimming pool. Creative parenting often involves 

doing something out of the ordinary or unexpected. 

 

1. Can you think of a time when you did something very out of the ordinary as a 

parent? Share the situation. What were the results? 



2. Friends can likewise surprise friends by participating in an unusual activity, 

making an impromptu visit, or other things. Have you ever done anything that 

caused a friend to say, “I never imagined you could do anything like that. That is 

so out of character for you!”? 

3. Following the leader is a simple, childhood game. But the truth is that no matter 

what your position in life, there are others who are watching you and following 

what you are doing even though you may not be aware of it. What is one way you 

can take that responsibility seriously? 

 

    *** 

 

 


